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shoulders. A deep, intellectual look illuminates her deli-
cate features. If this be really a picture of Lalla, she was
wonderfully beautiful.

Not only in poetry and the fine arts, but also in phi-
losophy and intellectual pursuits did the Greek woman
show herself capable of great achievements. In the
schools of Pythagoras, established at Croton in Magna
Graecia, women were freely admitted and took a promi-
nent part in the exercises, together with their husbands
and brothers.

There is a tradition that the ascendency of Pythagoras
at Croton was so great that the ladies of the city brought
their rich apparel, their jewels, necklaces and bracelets,
to the temple of Hera, and dedicated them as an offering to
domestic virtue, vowing that henceforth prudence and
modesty, not luxurious apparel, were to be the true orna-
ments of their sex. Whether this story be true or not,
there is no doubt that Pythagoras had a large number of
women among his disciples, and that the " Pythagorean
Women" attained throughout the Greek world a great
and enviable reputation. Pythagoras's friendly attitude
toward the sex was probably in part the result of his
cordial relations with the Delphian priestess Aristoclea,
renowned for her amiability and her wisdom, with whom
he carried on a learned correspondence. The general re-
sults of his teachings upon woman were a high ideal of
feminine morality, careful attention to household duties,
and the elevation of the conception of motherhood, espe-
cially in the careful rearing of children.

Existing fragments of the works of " Pythagorean
Women" indicate their lofty views of moral perfection and
harmony, and their practical judgment in everyday affairs.
Sophrosyne is constantly commended as the chief feminine
virtue, a term connoting moderation, self-containedness,